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of a gas; the method being recently of the ut-
most value in deciding the nature of the gases
helium and argon. His optical work is also of
the highest importance.

Kunguer, town, Perm, gov., N.E. Russia.
It has copper and iron mines, and carries on
Tanning, leatherwork, soap and shoe making,
iron-founding, locksmiths' work, farriery, and
engineering. It has an important fair. Near
the town are famous caverns hollowed out of
alabaster, which is quarried.

Kunigunde, St. (d. c. 1030), canonized by
Innocent in.; was the daughter of Siegfried,
Count of Luxemburg, and the wife of the Em-
peror Henry n. After Henry's death (1024)
she entered a convent, founded by herself at
Kaufungen, near Kassel. Her day is March 3.

Kunz, George Frederick (1856-1932),
American mineralogist, was born in New York.
His knowledge of precious stones secured him
the position of chief gem expert for Tiffany
in N. Y. City. He served the U. S. govern-
ment in many capacities as expert and as
special agent at world's fairs.

Kuomintang, the National People's Party
of China. It was founded on principles for-
mulated by Sun Yat Sen, its first president.
His successor was Chiang Kai-Shek.

Kuopio. Province, Central Finland, with
an area of 16,500 sq. m., of which only 3 per
cent, is under cultivation. Iron is obtained.
Also town, capital of above province.

Kura, or Kur, river, Russia, the largest of
the Caucasus, with a drainage basin of 60,000
sq. m. It enters the Caspian Sea. Below
Tiflis it deposits large quantities of silt, and at
high water floods the surrounding country. Its
chief tributary is the Aras (anc. Araxas).

Kurdistan, the mountainous country
stretching s. of Armenia to the plains of Meso-
potamia and from the Euphrates e. to Persia.
The Kurds number about 1,305,000. The ad-
mixture of Turkish, Armenian, and Persian
blood has produced a variety of types. Gen-
erally they are of middle stature, gracefully
and powerfully built, with regular features and
abundant hair, brown or occasionally black in
color. The Kurds are divided into a large
number of small tribes, each governed by a
hereditary chief. The majority are Moham-
medans. Formerly all were nomads. Those
who have taken to agricultural pursuits still
often migrate to distant pastures in summer.
They keep cattle, goats, and horses, but their
chief wealth consists in sheep. Northern and
Central Kurdistan include a large part of
Turkish Armenia, while Southern Kurdistan
reaches to the oil region of Mosul.

Kurgans are ancient sepulchres and grave
mounds found in various parts of European
Russia and Siberia.

Kuriles, chain of small, volcanic, barren,
fog-infested islands, belonging to Japan, and
stretching n.e. from the n. of Yezo to the s. of
Kamchatka; the chief islands being Kuna-
shiri, Iturup, Paramushiri, and Shamshu.

Kurland, or Courland, a province of the
Republic of Latvia and formerly one of the
three Baltic provinces of the Russian Empire.
It has many small scattered lakes, and almost
one-third of the surface is covered with forest.
Agriculture, cattle-breeding, and sheep-rearing
occupy most of the inhabitants. The inhabi-
tants are chiefly Letts, and mostly Protestants;
p. 812,300.
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Baron Kuroki.
Kuroki, Baron Tamesada (1842-1923),
Japanese general, distinguished in the Chino-
Japanese war of 1894. In the Russo-Japanese
campaign, 1904, as commander of the First
Japanese Army, he won the victory of May ist
at Kiu-lien-cheng, thus isolating Port Arthur;
and was one of the generals in command at
Mukden. See RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.
Kuropatkin, Alexei Nicolaevitch (1848-
1925), Russian general, was born in Pskov. In